

ADOPTED 4/23/19


Introduced by Council Members Gaffney and Pittman and Co-sponsored by Council Members Newby, Hazouri, Morgan, Dennis, Schellenberg, Wilson and Becton:
RESOLUTION 2019-263-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING SIMPSON MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ON 135 YEARS OF FAITH AND SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Simpson Methodist Episcopal Tabernacle, now known as Simpson Memorial United Methodist Church, was organized by a small group of the faithful in 1884 under the leadership of Rev. Benjamin Dilworth and met first in the open air and at the homes of church members before constructing a church building at the corner of Cleveland and Logan Streets; and


WHEREAS, the Church grew and prospered under several pastors leading to the need for a new, larger sanctuary that was constructed in 1923 at the corner of Cleveland Street and Kings Road, was unfortunately destroyed by fire in 1942, but was rebuilt in the same location in 1945. In 2018 the congregation relocated to East Duval Street in downtown Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, Simpson Memorial United Methodist Church has always been known for its variety of ministries and especially its concern and activities for children and youth, leading to its nickname as the “Youth Church”. The Church has dozens of ministries serving needs of both its congregation and the community at large, including several choirs, Boy and Girl Scout troops, ushers, Bible studies, and various servanthood ministries; and

WHEREAS, the Church is currently under the able leadership of Pastor Lawrence Q. Barriner, Sr. for the past 8 years, and is living out its motto “A Visionary Church Shaping Victorious Lives” and its Five Fundamental Practices of Radical Hospitality, Extravagant Generosity, Passionate Worship, Intentional Discipling and Salty Service; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates Simpson Memorial United Methodist Church on the occasion of its 135 anniversary, and extends to Pastor Barriner, the staff and congregation of the Church its best wishes for many more decades of faith and service.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Paige H. Johnston_
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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